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beard that sweeps the ground. The procession Is
closed by a group of lamas of the highest rank wearing
large helmets and walking with bowed heads, praying
now softly,, now loudly,, their voices almost lost in
the continuous, chaotic noise of the music

A few young lamas now dash forward, and with
great haste spread out some carpets in the middle of
the square and place cushions in front of the tents.
The lamas make themselves comfortable on the
cushions., the orchestra take up their positions, and
the masked actors come hopping and dancing to the
middle of the square.

The music continues in full blast while the actors
reach the carpets. There they stop, and two of them,
the bearded monster and a black figure representing
the devil, detach themselves from the group. The
old man starts running about, turning somersaults,
ducking and skipping, pursued by the "devil," who
reaches out for him as though trying to capture him.
This peculiar game continues for several minutes,
after which the old man dashes back to the carpets
and tries to sit down. The "devil" bounds after him,
and with a swift movement snatches the carpet away
from under him.

The spectators burst into delighted laughter, while
the old man scratches his mask and tears his beard in
anger. Then he flings himself upon the "devil," but the
latter jumps away. Meanwhile, the young lamas have
replaced the carpet and the game is played over once
more, the spectators rewarding the players with
stormy applause. Finally the old man succeeds in
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